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2005 SEASON PREVIEW

The Washington men’s soccer team has a bit of
unfinished business to take care of in 2005.  Despite
a hot start, that included eight shutouts in their first
13 matches, the Huskies finished last season with
an uncharacteristic four consecutive losses.  For a
team that boasted a NSCAA first-team All-American,
two All-Region selections, the Pac-10’s Co-Player of
the Year, Co-Coach of the Year and Freshman of the
Year, it was a disappointment to say the least.

But for the Huskies, it’s a lesson already learned.
After a highly productive spring season that included
finishing with four straight wins, head coach Dean
Wurzberger is confident that his squad, comprised of
an experienced corps of returners and an outstanding
recruiting class, will have what it takes to start and
finish strong.

“All you can do is go out there and correct your
errors,” Wurzberger said.  “We played very well
winning our last four spring games which I was very
proud of given that we lost our last four from fall.
We put that disappointing and unexpected finish to
rest.  It’s behind us.  What we can learn is you’ve got
to remember how to keep doing what you’re doing.
So saving a burst for the end of the season would be
the lesson learned.”

Glancing at the 2005 roster, what looks to be UW’s
biggest loss might actually be a blessing in disguise.
For the first time in four years, UW will be without
the services of its two-time first-team All-American
C.J. Klaas who led the squad both on and off the field.
Arguably one of the most decorated athletes to
graduate from the program, the midfield play of Klaas
will certainly be missed.

But Wurzberger sees this as an opportunity for
the Huskies to rely more on complete team play which
he believes will fit this group even better.

“If there is one thing I’d say is this year’s theme
it’s that the ‘Team’ is going to be the star,” Wurzberger
said. “That’s going to be our calling card, the team
will be the star as a result of everyone making their
contribution.  If we did have a star player in C.J., he’s
gone now.  We have to accept the fact that everyone
has to do their part for the team and in many respects
that may be a more successful formula. I’m confident

that we’ll be very good this year.”
Looking to contribute to the total team effort

immediately will be four returning All-Pac-10 players
in senior goalkeeper Chris Eylander (first-team), junior
forward Kevin Forrest (first-team), senior midfielder
Mike Chabala (second-team) and junior defender Ty
Harden (second-team).  Harden was also a third-team
All-Region selection and is a team captain, along with
Chabala.

As evidenced by looking at those four returners
alone, Washington’s strengths this year will be
balance and depth.  Although the team is still
considered young with just over 60 percent of the
players coming in as freshmen and sophomores, the
Huskies are talented across the board.

Washington returns its starting goalkeeper in
Eylander (one of the best in the conference last year),

a young but emerging group of forwards including
2004 Pac-10 Freshman of the Year Ely Allen, and three
of four returning starters in both the midfield and the
backline.

“I’m very excited about what we have,”
Wurzberger said.  “I think we’ll be right there running
for the Pac-10 title and with any luck, a longer run in
postseason.  That’s the one continuing goal that we
haven’t achieved, getting to the Final Four. I have
every reason to believe this team can do it.”

GOALKEEPERS
Washington benefited from the breakout year of

Chris Eylander in goal last season.  Eylander, who
had waited in the wings for two years, etched his
name in the Husky record books as a junior when
opportunity came knocking.

He became just the second player in the history
of the program to record at least 10 shutouts in a
season and ranks third on the single-season list
behind Mark Schuur who tallied 14 and 11 in 1982
and 1981, respectively.  His 79 saves in 2005 rank
sixth on UW’s season list and he enters his senior
campaign ranked sixth on the UW career list for
shutouts (11).

For good measure, Eylander led the conference
in saves (79), saves per game (3.95) and shutouts (10)
last year.  The first-team All-Pac-10 player will
certainly look to make the most of his final season
with the Huskies.

“A senior goalkeeper with that kind of recognition
should be a force,” Wurzberger said.

Backing up Eylander will be redshirt freshmen
Cameron Copps-Tilley and Jordan Jennings, along
with true freshman Rylan Hawkins.

Wurzberger has plans to redshirt Hawkins, who
may be Eylander’s heir apparent.  “I think Rylan’s going
to be a good one. He has the potential to be the  next
great goalkeeper out of the state of Washington” he
said.

DEFENDERS
Harden, an All-Region and All-Pac-10 centerback

who has started every game of his career, will

Junior Defender
Will Flanagan
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continue to lead the UW defense just as he has done
as an underclassman.

“No question Ty is our top defender and one of
the best centerbacks on the West Coast,” Wurzberger
said. “He continues to be ‘Mr. Consistent,’ playing
well in the fall and the spring.  He’s at the top of our
charts at the end of every season with regards to
player ranking.  If we get the defense right we could
have the most dominating backline along with UCLA.”

Joining Harden on defense will be the other two
returning starters in juniors Will Flanagan and Matt
Fischer.   Flanagan, another model of consistency for
the Huskies who also got into the offensive act adding
three assists, earned All-Pac-10 honorable mention
acclaim last year.  Fischer broke into the starting
lineup in mid-September and never left, further
solidifying the UW defense.

The Huskies lost just one member of their 2004
backline in graduated senior Joe Birklid.  The left back
position that Birklid shared with sophomores Adam
West and Derek Crismier last season remains the only
true question mark for Wurzberger.

“If I’m picking out of spring it would probably be
Derek Crismier getting the nod based on experience,”
he said.  “He’s such a good utility player, he can play
anywhere.”

In addition to West, sophomore Nick Loveless and
freshmen Kevin Barry and Taylor Cochran could see
time in the back.  Cochran comes to Washington as a
forward, but Wurzberger sees him more of a defender
at the collegiate level.

MIDFIELDERS
Despite losing Klaas, the midfield is likely the

deepest and most experienced area for Washington
led by four seniors: Chabala, Evan Cummings, Jeff
Hoover and Leo Totev.  Youth will also play a factor,
as two of UW’s top recruits - Jo Jo Katz and George
John - could also make an immediate impact.

Although the play of the freshmen on the
collegiate level is still unknown, Wurzberger knows
what he’s getting in his returning veterans.  A two-
year team captain, Chabala will once again be the
anchor of the midfield in this his final year.

“Chabala is the heart and soul of the team,”
Wurzberger said. “He’s the leader recognized by his
teammates.  He carries out the coaches’ plan as much
as he possibly can.  He just helps you win.  He’s a
very good holding midfield player, he does his job for
us both to win the ball and keep possession to set up
our attacks.  He can assist people, he can score the
odd goal. He is just everything you want from a center
mid.”

Cummings and Hoover, who rotated at outside
mid, as well as Totev all look to make the most of
their senior campaigns.  Totev finished last year sixth
on the team in points with two goals and one assist,
while Cummings and Hoover each added one goal
apiece.  Senior Mike Cusenza could also see playing
time as a midfielder.  Sophomore transfer from
Portland, Bobbak Talebi, is another player who could
see playing time.

FORWARDS
Perhaps the biggest surprise for Wurzberger last

season was the emergence of Forrest as the team’s
top goal scorer.  Forrest, a first-team All-Pac-10
performer, led the squad with nine goals and 20
points.

“Kevin is one of the bravest if not the bravest
player we have,” Wurzberger said.“When the ball
goes in the box, he goes on the end of it.  He doesn’t
fear for personal body harm.  He gets in there, he
runs across people.  He’s bold in his attacking runs

and his movement.  He’s explosive.  He had all the
tools but we were surprised that he ended up leading
the team in goals.  And we’re delighted he still has
two more years.”

Washington lost a pair of seniors from last year
in Casey Armstrong and Brett Wiesner, but with
Forrest and sophomores Allen and Spencer Schmidt,
UW still returns a considerable amount of offensive
power.

Allen has the versatility to play wide left as a
midfielder, but the coaching staff would like to see
him play down the middle where he can get to goal.

“We need him to be more goal dangerous and in
more scoring situations,” Wurzberger said. “And
maybe pairing him with Forrest, those are two very
talented, dynamic, mobile front runners who could
cause any defense problems.”

Schmidt saw some playing time as a freshman
and emerged to lead the team in goals during the
spring.  Also sitting in reserve is sophomore Brett Hite
who scored a pair of goals playing in 14 matches last
season.  Incoming freshman Mike DeSimone is
another player who can contribute to the offense.

“We’re young up front but we’ve got many quality
attacking players that hopefully can score for us,”
Wurzberger said.  “I like our depth, I like our quality
at all positions.”

SCHEDULE
Once again, the Huskies will meet a formidable

schedule of opponents when they take to the pitch
beginning September 2.  Washington will play its first
five games on the road, including tournaments in
Portland, Ore., and Denver, Colo.

In Portland, Washington will counter Creighton
and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo (Sept. 2 and 4), while in
Denver UW will face the host Pioneers and Air Force
(Sept. 16 and 18).

In between tournaments, UW will travel to
Northern California for a contest with St. Mary’s in
Moraga, Sunday, Sept. 11.

The Huskies’ make their home debut hosting the
Husky Fever Classic Sept. 23 and Sept. 25.  In the
home opener Friday, Washington will face Wisconsin
and then on Sunday will play Hartwick.  Portland
rounds out the four-team field, taking on Hartwick on
Friday and Wisconsin on Sunday.

UW makes its Pac-10 debut on the road at Oregon
State, Sunday, Oct. 2, and hosts conference matches
with UCLA (Oct. 7), San Diego State (Oct. 9), California
(Oct. 21), Stanford (Oct. 23) and Oregon State (Nov.
13).

San Diego State is a new addition to the Pac-10
this season, providing a travel partner for UCLA and
giving UW one more home conference match.

The Huskies will take a break from conference
play the first weekend of November, hosting Portland
Friday, Nov. 4, before playing at Gonzaga, Sunday,
Nov. 6.

“Our schedule certainly is one that will provide
us with enough high-ranked opponents to make sure
our RPI is up to par,” Wurzberger said.  “It’s going to
be a great year.  We can’t wait to get started.”

Junior Forward
Kevin Forrest

Junior Defender
Matt Fischer
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Husky coach Dean
Wurzberger enters his
14th year at the helm
of the Washington
men’s soccer program.
The 2004 Pac-10 Co-
Coach of the Year and
the all-time winningest
coach in program his-
tory, Wurzberger has
spent over a decade
building the Husky pro-
gram into one of  the
nation’s finest, fielding teams that annually compete for con-
ference and national championships.

 Under Wurzberger’s tutelage, the Huskies are coming
off back-to-back NCAA Tournament appearances including
a school-record Sweet 16 trip in 2003. If Wurzberger’s ten-
ure at Washington is any indication of his ability to teach,
the Huskies can expect another year in which they rank
among the nation’s best in collegiate soccer.

The Huskies have appeared in the NCAA Tournament
nine times in the last 10 years.  UW was one of only seven
schools in the country to make seven straight NCAA trips
from 1995-2001.  His 2000 team won the inaugural Pac-10
Conference championship, on the heels of two consecutive
Mountain Pacific Sports Federation titles. His record in 13
seasons stands at a stellar 164-69-25 (.684). His consistency
is amazing, as his teams average more than 12 wins a year
against just more than five losses and two ties per season.

Wurzberger has developed players who are successful
at the college level and beyond, both on the field and in the
classroom. Currently, five former Huskies are playing in the
MLS, including two from the 2001 team. Recent graduate
Bryn Ritchie was named 2001 NSCAA National Scholar-Ath-
lete of the Year, while 16 Huskies earned Pac-10 academic
recognition in the last five seasons.

His list of accomplishments is impressive. In 2004,
Wurzberger - the longest tenured Pac-10 head coach -  was
named Co-Pac-10 Coach of the Year for guiding UW to a
second-place tie in the conference standings. His 2000 squad
tore through the initial season of Pac-10 play, posting an
undefeated record on the road, recording upsets at peren-

nial powers Stanford and UCLA.  In 1996 and 1998, he
was named the NSCAA Far West Region Coach of the
Year, and he was the MPSF Mountain Division Coach
of the Year in 1996 and 1999. He also was MPSF Coach
of the Year in 1998. His MPSF record of 43-6-6 (.836)
was the best in the Mountain Division since its incep-
tion in 1992.

Despite a NCAA first round loss to Portland at
home, the 2004 season saw UW continue to attain
success.  C.J. Klaas, the 2004 Pac-10 Co-Player of the
Year, became UW’s first-ever two-time NSCAA first-
team All-American and the first player in Pac-10 his-
tory to earn four straight nods to the All-Conference
team. Klaas was also selected by the San Jose Earth-
quakes in the 2005 MLS Draft. Including Klaas, five
Huskies were named to the All-Pac-10 first and sec-
ond teams - four of which were sophomores or juniors.
Freshman phenom Ely Allen earned Pac-10 Freshman
of the Year acclaim as well.  Junior goalkeeper Chris
Eylander and sophomore forward Kevin Forrest were
two of the only three players in the conference to earn
first-team honors on both the All-Pac-10 team and the
Pac-10 All-Academic team.  Eylander was selected as
third-team member of the Academic All-America team.

In 2003, the Huskies used a sub-par showing the
previous year as motivation, jumping out to a 7-0-1
start.  Also ending on a strong note, UW tied for third
in the Pac-10 and earned an NCAA first-round bye.
Washington secured its first-ever NCAA second round win
over Portland at home before falling to No. 4 Saint Louis on
the road in the Sweet 16.  The year’s highlights included
eight All-Pac-10 selections and junior C.J. Klaas’ NSCAA
first-team All-American nod, the first Husky to ever earn that
recognition.

The 2002 season was quite uncharacteristic of the Hus-
kies’ traditional success.  UW finished fifth in the Pac-10
with a 3-7 conference record, while its 6-10-3 overall record
marked the first non-winning season for the Huskies since
1991. Sophomore C.J. Klaas was a first-team All-Pac-10 and
NSCAA All-Far West Region selection.

In 2001, the Huskies finished the season with a record
of 13-6-0 and earned a first round bye and the chance to
host in the NCAA Tournament. The Huskies met Northwest

neighbor Portland for the second time that season and suf-
fered a 1-0 setback to end the year. Eight Huskies received
Pac-10 recognition, highlighted by C.J. Klaas’s selection as
freshman of the year.

In 2000, Washington rebounded from an 0-2 start to
win eight of its next nine games, including four shutouts.
The Huskies took Alabama-Birmingham to four overtimes
to win its NCAA first round game before meeting an old
nemesis, Indiana, and were knocked out by the eventual
Final Four participant. The team finished14-6-0.

His 1999 squad finished with a 10-game winning streak
before being knocked out of the NCAA second round by
eventual national champion, Indiana. UW repeated as
MPSF Champion after securing its second Mountain Divi-
sion title with an undefeated mark. Wurzberger was named
MPSF Mountain Division Coach of the Year as the squad

HEAD COACH DEAN WURZBERGER

WURZBERGER’S COACHING RECORD
Overall Conference

Year School Record Pct. Record Pct. Postseason
1985 Sacramento State 8-8-5 .500 — — —
1992 Washington 15-3-3 .786 6-1 (1st) .857 NCAA 2nd Round
1993 Washington 9-5-4 .688 3-1-3 (5th) .643 —
1994 Washington 10-7-2 .579 5-1-1 (2nd) .786 —
1995 Washington 12-5-4 .667 5-0-2 (2nd) .857 NCAA 1st Round
1996 Washington 15-3-1 .816 3-1 (2nd) .750 NCAA 2nd Round
1997 Washington 15-3-2 .800 3-1 (2nd) .750 NCAA 2nd Round
1998 Washington 16-4-0 .800 8-1 (1st) .889 NCAA 1st Round
1999 Washington 15-5-2 .727 7-0 (1st) 1.000 NCAA 2nd Round
2000 Washington 14-6-0 .700 7-1 (1st) .875 NCAA 2nd Round
2001 Washington 13-6-0 .684 4-4 (3rd) .500 NCAA 2nd Round
2002 Washington 6-10-3 .395 3-7 (5th) .300 —
2003 Washington 13-5-2 .700 5-4-1 (t-3rd) .550 NCAA 3rd Round
2004 Washington 11-7-2 .579 4-3-1 (t-2nd) .533 NCAA 1st Round
Total 14 seasons 172-77-30 .677 66-25-8 .695 NCAA 3rd Round
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WURZBERGER’S CAREER RECORD vs. OPPONENTS
School (last meeting; result) Record
Air Force (2001; W, 2-1) ............................. 5-1-0
Akron (2004; L, 1-2 ot) .................................... 1-1-0
Alabama-Birmingham (2000; W, 1-0) ............. 1-0-0
Biola (1985; L, 0-2) .......................................... 0-1-0
California (2004; L, 0-1 2ot) ..................... 10-7-2
Central Florida (2002; T 2-2 ot) ....................... 0-0-1
UC Davis (1985; L, 0-5) ................................... 1-1-0
UC Irvine (2004; W, 2-0) ................................. 4-0-0
UC Riverside (2004; W, 2-0) ........................... 1-0-0
UC Santa Barbara (1998; W, 9-1) ................... 4-1-0
Cal Poly-SLO (1999; W, 2-1) ...................... 2-1-0
CS Fullerton (2000; W, 2-1 ot) ........................ 5-2-0
CS Northridge (1993; W, 2-1) ......................... 1-0-0
CS Sacramento (1999; W, 4-0) ....................... 8-0-0
Chapman (1985; W, 4-0) ................................. 1-0-0
Chico State (1985; L, 0-2) ............................... 1-1-0
Clemson (1996; W, 4-1) .................................. 1-0-0
College of Charleston (2002, W, 2-0) ............. 1-0-0
Connecticut (2004; W, 1-0) ............................. 2-1-0
Creighton (2004; W, 2-1) ............................ 1-2-0
Denver (2004; T, 1-1 2ot) ............................. 1-0-1
DePaul (2002; T 1-1 ot) ................................... 0-0-1
Evansville (1999; W, 2-1) ................................ 2-0-1
Fairleigh Dickinson (2001; W, 3-2ot) .............. 1-0-0
Fresno Pacific (1985; L, 0-1) ........................... 0-1-1
Fresno State (2003; W, 3-1) ............................ 5-2-4
George Mason (1998; W, 3-0) ........................ 1-0-0
Gonzaga (2004; W, 3-0) ............................ 10-0-1
Hartford (1999; L, 0-2) .................................... 0-1-0
Hartwick (first meeting) ........................... 0-0-0
Howard (1993; W, 2-1) .................................... 1-0-0
Humboldt State (1985; L, 1-2) ........................ 0-1-1
Indiana (2001; L, 0-1) ...................................... 0-4-0
Kentucky (2003; W, 2-1) ................................. 1-0-0
Loyola Marymount (1998; W, 2-1 ot) .............. 1-0-0
Marquette (2003; W, 2-1) ............................... 4-2-0
Massachusetts (1999; L, 2-3 ot) ..................... 0-1-0
Memphis (1995; W, 8-1) ................................. 1-0-0
Michigan (2003; W, 3-2) ................................. 1-0-0
North Carolina (1997; W, 4-1) ......................... 1-0-0
UNC Charlotte (1997; T, 1-1) ........................... 0-1-1

School (last meeting; result) Record
UNC Greensboro (1998; L, 1-2) ....................... 0-1-0
Oakland (2003; T, 1-1 ot) ................................. 0-0-1
Old Dominion (1994; W, 4-2) .......................... 1-1-0
Oral Roberts (1999; W, 2-1) ............................ 1-0-0
Oregon State (2004; L, 2-3 ot) .................. 15-4-1
Pacific (1985; W, 3-0) ...................................... 1-0-0
Pacific Lutheran (1996; W, 5-0) ...................... 2-0-0
Penn State (1996; W, 2-0) ............................... 1-0-0
Portland (2004; L, 3-5) ................................ 8-8-3
Rhode Island (2000; W, 2-1) ........................... 1-0-0
Rutgers (1998; W, 2-0) .................................... 2-1-1
St. John’s (2004; L, 0-1) .................................. 0-1-1
St. Louis (2003; L, 2-3 ot) ................................ 0-1-0
St. Mary’s (2004; W, 1-0) ............................ 5-0-0
San Diego (1998; W, 1-0 ot) ........................... 2-0-0
San Diego State (1999; W, 3-0) ................. 0-1-0
San Francisco (1998; W, 2-1) .......................... 2-0-0
San Francisco State (1985; W, 2-1) ................ 2-0-0
San Jose State (1999; T, 0-0) ......................... 3-0-3
Santa Clara (2002; W, 2-1) ............................. 5-2-0
Seattle Pacific (1999; W, 1-0) ......................... 4-2-1
Seattle University (2001; W, 3-1) ................... 1-1-0
Simon Fraser (1992; W, 5-0) ........................... 1-0-0
Sonoma State (1985; W, 2-0) ......................... 2-0-0
South Alabama (1993; W, 3-0) ....................... 1-0-0
South Carolina (2003; W, 3-0) ........................ 1-1-1
Southern Methodist (1999; L, 0-1) ................... 1-1-0
Southwest Missouri St. (2000; L, 0-3) ............ 0-1-0
Stanford (2004; W, 1-0) ............................. 11-9-1
Turn Verein (1985; T, 2-2) ................................ 0-0-1
UCLA (2004; L, 1-2) ...................................... 8-7-1
UNLV (2004; W, 3-0) ....................................... 5-0-0
Wake Forest (1998; L, 1-2) .............................. 1-1-0
Western Washington (1992; W, 4-0) ............... 1-0-0
Whitworth (1985; T, 1-1) ................................. 0-0-1
William & Mary (2001; W, 3-2) ...................... 2-1-0
Wisconsin (1998; W, 5-1) ........................... 2-0-0
Wisconsin-Green Bay (1994; L, 1-2) ............... 0-1-0
TOTALS ................................................. 172-77-30
bold type indicates 2005 opponents

finished at 15-5-2. He also passed Mike Ryan to become
Washington’s winningest coach ever.

In 1998 Husky soccer won its second MPSF title with
an 8-1 mark. The 16 victories, against just four losses,
was the most for a UW team since 1982, and the squad
upped the school record for consecutive NCAA appear-
ances to four. Eight players, along with Wurzberger, earned
MPSF postseason honors.

The 1997 squad was the first in program history to ad-
vance to the NCAA tournament three straight years. The
Huskies’ overall mark of 15-3-2 was their second straight
15-win season. UW finished the season with a seven-game
winning streak, snapped only by an NCAA second-round
loss to eventual national champion, UCLA.

In 1996, Washington finished with a 15-3-1 record, the
program’s best in 13 years. The Huskies entered the 32-
team NCAA Championship as the No. 1 seed, and during
the season UW was ranked as high as No. 2 in the Soccer
America poll. Both were program records. Wurzberger’s 1995
team suffered defeat just once in the final 11 regular sea-
son games and outscored its opponents 48-24.

In 1992, his first year at UW, Wurzberger led the Hus-
kies to their best season to that point, capped by an ap-
pearance and win in the NCAA tournament when Wash-
ington beat Portland for the school’s first-ever NCAA play-
off victory. UW finished the regular season with a 15-2-2
record, which earned it a final ISAA ranking of No. 1 in the
West and No. 4 in the nation. That team also entered the
record books as the first to win the prestigious MPSF cham-
pionship. For his efforts, Wurzberger was named the MPSF
Mountain Division and NSCAA Far West Region Coach of
the Year.

Wurzberger, the Huskies’ first-ever full-time head coach,
came to Seattle after serving as an assistant coach at con-
sistent national power Santa Clara. In his only season at
SCU, the Broncos posted a 20-1-2 record, held the No. 1
ranking for much of the season, and finished the year los-
ing in the NCAA championship match on penalty shots to
Virginia.

Prior to his brief stint with Santa Clara, Wurzberger was
head coach of the San Francisco Bay Blackhawks of the
American Professional Soccer League. From 1989-90, with
Wurzberger at the helm, the Blackhawks compiled the
league’s best record at 28-15, won the Northern Division
both seasons, and won the Western Conference champion-
ship.

That year, five members of the Blackhawks made ap-
pearances on the United States World Cup team: Marcelo
Balboa, Troy Dayak, John Doyle, Dominic Kinnear and Eric
Wynalda. In fact, between his coaching at UCLA, for the
Blackhawks and with the World University Games team,
Wurzberger coached seven members of the USA ‘94 World
Cup team: Balboa, Mike Burns, Paul Caligiuri, Cobi Jones,
Mike Lapper, Claudio Reyna and Wynalda.

Before taking over the Blackhawks, Wurzberger was
an assistant at UCLA from 1986-88. While there, he helped
guide the Bruins to a 43-13-10 record and three straight
NCAA tournament appearances. He went to Los Angeles
from Sacramento State, where he directed the Hornets to
an 8-8-5 record in 1985 in his coaching debut.

Wurzberger became the first American to receive the
Scottish Football Association “A” license coaching certifi-
cate in 1987. In 1992, he was an assistant for the U.S. World
University Games team, which competed in Buffalo, N.Y.

HEAD COACH DEAN WURZBERGER

He worked for the U.S. Soccer Federation at the USA ‘94
World Cup as a technical analyst and was the head coach of
the 1995 U.S. Olympic Sports Festival West team. He also
serves as a staff instructor for the U.S. Soccer Federation.

In the summer of 1998, Wurzberger was named the head
coach of the boys Under-16 national team, and during the
summer of 1997 he served as an assistant coach for the
U.S. Soccer Under-18 national team.

Wurzberger’s playing career began at San Diego State,
where he earned four letters from 1971 to 1974. He was a
three-time all-conference player and the team’s MVP  and
captain in 1974. He played three seasons (1975-77) with the
Seattle Sounders of the NASL and for the California Sun-
shine of the American Soccer League from 1977 to 1979.

Wurzberger earned his bachelor’s (1982) and master’s
degrees (1985) in physical education from Sacramento State.
His wife, Leslie, is the assistant athletic director for market-
ing and promotions at the University of Washington athletic
department. They are the parents of two daughters, Whitney
(5) and Avery (3).
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SETH SPIDAHL
Assistant Coach – Fifth Season

      Former professional soccer player Seth
Spidahl enters his fifth year on the Husky
soccer staff. Along with his on-field duties,
he has been instrumental in the Huskies’
nationwide recruiting efforts.
       A native of Anchorage, Alaska, Spidahl
spent three years playing professional soccer
for the Seattle SeaDogs, during which his
team won the 1997 Continental Indoor
Soccer League Championship. He was a four-
year letterwinner as a defender at Pacific
Lutheran University and as a sophomore
helped guide the Lutes to the NAIA national

finals and a 14-6-2 record.
Spidahl, 32, has been active in Seattle-area soccer at every level and

most recently as the coaching director for F.C.United, a boys premier club
team in Tacoma. He spent six years coaching within the F.C. United club
ranks before being named director four years ago. During his tenure as
coach, Spidahl guided his under-18 team, a club that featured former Husky
defender Zac Tallman, to the 1999 national championship.

He was an assistant coach at the University of Puget Sound for the 1999
and 2000 seasons and helped guide the Loggers to an overall record of 32-
7-3. Prior to that, he spent one season as an assistant and two as head
men’s soccer coach at Tacoma Community College. His TCC teams had an
overall record of 26-10-7, won two division championships and finished as
runners-up in the 1998 state tournament.

Spidahl is currently the head U-16 WSYSA boy’s ODP coach and is also
a Region IV Boy’s staff coach.

Spidahl graduated magna cum laude from PLU in 1996. A science major
with a 3.85 grade point average, he was a two-time NAIA Academic All-
American and was named PLU Scholar-Athlete of the Year as a senior. He
resides in Federal Way.

DARREN SAWATZKY
Volunteer Coach – Third Season

      Darren Sawatzky begins his third year as
a volunteer coach on the Huskies’ staff.
     A former MLS player and member of the
Seattle Sounders, Sawatzky was a four-year
letterwinner at the University of Portland
from 1991-94.  During his tenure there, he
was a member of three NCAA Tournament
teams and the 1992 West Coast Conference
Championship team.  Sawatzky was also an
All-WCC selection, as well as a WCC Scholar
Athlete.  He was voted the team’s Most
Inspirational Player during his senior season.
     After graduating from Portland in 1994

with a bacehlor of science degree in organizational communication,
Sawatzky played stints in the MLS with the New England Revolution (1996-
97), the Dallas Burn (1998) and the Colorado Rapids (1999).  He also played
professionally for hte Oregon Surge (USISL), Leicester City (England),
Hershey Wildcats (A-League), the Portland Timbers (A-League) and the
Seattle Sounders (A-League).  Sawatzky was also in player pools for both
the Olympic and National team during his career

Prior to coming to Washington, Sawatzky served as the Director of
Training for the Highline Heat Soccer Club.  He is currently the boys’ head
soccer coach at Thomas Jefferson High School and led the squad to the
2005 4A State Championship title this past year.

Sawatzky and his wife, Kally, have a daugherty, Kylie (6) and a son, Skyler
(3).

RICHARD REECE
Assistant Coach – First Season

      Richard Reece begins his first season as
the Huskies’ goalkeeping coach.
     Reece, a native of Cullercoats, England
brings an extensive coaching resume to
Washington.  He has served as a goalkeeping
consultant for various Division I and Division
II colleges, helping programs set goalkeeping
coaching curriculums.  Reece also has a USSF
“A” coaching license, a USSF Youth license,
a NSCAA Premier Diploma and a NSCAA
national goalkeeping license.
     Reece comes to Seattle from Houston,
Texas, where he has been the Director of

Goalkeeping for the Eclipse Soccer Club since 2001.  While coaching in
Houston, Reece mentored two national and two All-American goalkeepers
and trained 21 of the 26 ODP goalkeepers in the state of Texas.

Reece is also currently a NSCAA national staff instructor for goalkeeping
licenses and is the goalkeeping coach for both the South Texas Youth
Coaching Soccer Association and the Olympic Development Program in
Texas.  Since 2003, he has been the national director of the Star Goalkeeper
Academy and since 1997 has worked with adidas Goalkeeping Camps.
Reece’s coaching career began in 1996, training goalkeepers with the
Stevenage Borough Football Club in Herts, England.

A standout goalkeeper himself, Reece spent six years playing professional
and semipro soccer including stints with Gateshead FC (Vauxhall
Conference), Cambridge United (English Div. II), Blyth Spartens, Lincoln City
and Sunderland FC.  Reece and his wife Brooke reside in Seattle.
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2005 HUSKY ROSTER
2005 WASHINGTON MEN’S SOCCER ROSTER

No. Name P HT WT YR EXP Hometown/Last School
1 Chris Eylander GK 6-1 170 Sr. 2V Sumner, Wash. / Auburn Riverside
2 Will Flanagan D 5-11 170 Jr. 2V Ridgefield, Wash./Jesuit
3 Eric Blythe MF 5-7 155 Fr.* RS Stillwater, Minn./Stillwater Area
4 Adam West D 6-1 170 So. 1V Gig Harbor, Wash./Bellarmine Prep
5 Evan Cummings MF 5-8 155 Sr. 3V Spokane, Wash / Ferris
6 Bobbak Talebi MF 5-8 150 So.* TR Kirkland, Wash./University of Portland
7 Mike Chabala MF 6-0 170 Sr. 2V Fresno, Calif. / Clovis West
8 Jo Jo Katz MF 5-6 145 Fr. HS Mission Viejo, Calif./Capistrano Valley
9 Spencer Schmidt F 6-0 172 So. 1V Abbotsford, B.C./W.J. Mouat Secondary
10 Ely Allen F 5-10 170 So. 1V Kent, Wash./Kentridge
11 Leo Totev MF 5-8 160 Sr. 2V Kristiansund, Norway/ Atlanten VGS
12 Mike DeSimone F 6-1 215 Fr. HS Everett, Wash./Mariner
14 George John MF 6-4 185 Fr. HS Shoreline, Wash./Shorewood
15 Kevin Forrest F 5-11 170 Jr. 2V Edmonds, Wash./Edmonds-Woodway
16 Derek Crismier D 5-11 160 So.* 1V Redmond, Wash./Lake Washington
17 Jeff Hoover MF 5-7 146 Sr. 3V Kirkland, Wash. / Bellevue Christian
18 Nick Loveless MF 5-10 160 So. Sqd. Kenmore, Wash./Inglemoor
19 Brett Hite F 5-11 183 So. 1V Spokane, Wash./University
20 Ty Harden D 6-1 185 Jr. 2V Junction City, Ore./Junction City
21 Mike Cusenza MF 5-9 170 Sr. Sqd. Pleasanton, Calif. / Amador Valley
22 Jordan Jennings GK 6-2 188 Fr.* RS Tacoma, Wash./Stadium
23 Matt Fischer D 6-1 175 Jr. 1V Sammamish, Wash./Eastlake
24 Cameron Copps-Tilley GK 6-1 180 Fr.* RS Vancouver, Wash./Fort Vancouver
25 Taylor Cochran D 6-2 195 Fr. HS Snohomish, Wash./Snohomish
26 Rylan Hawkins GK 6-2 185 Fr. HS Shoreline, Wash./Shorecrest
27 Kevin Barry D 6-0 160 Fr. HS San Jose, Calif./Bellarmine College Prep

Head Coach:  Dean Wurzberger (14th year)
Assistant Coaches:  Seth Spidahl (fifth year), Richard Reece (first year)
Volunteer Coach:  Darren Sawatzky (third year)

Pronunciation Guide
Seniors (6)  -
Mike Chabala
Evan Cummings
Mike Cusenza
Chris Eylander
Jeff Hoover
Leo Totev

Juniors (4)  -
Matt Fischer
Will Flanagan
Kevin Forrest
Ty Harden

Sophomores (7)  -
Ely Allen
Derek Crismier
Brett Hite
Nick Loveless
Spencer Schmidt
Bobbak Talebi
Adam West

Freshmen (9)  -
Kevin Barry
Eric Blythe
Taylor Cochran
Cameron Copps-Tilley
Mike DeSimone
Rylan Hawkins
Jordan Jennings
George John
Jo Jo Katz

Breakdown By Class Alphabetical Roster
10 Ely Allen
27 Kevin Barry
3 Eric Blythe
7 Mike Chabala
25 Taylor Cochran
24 Cameron Copps-Tilley
16 Derek Crismier
5 Evan Cummings
21 Mike Cusenza
12 Mike DeSimone
1 Chris Eylander
23 Matt Fischer
2 Will Flanagan

15 Kevin Forrest
20 Ty Harden
26 Rylan Hawkins
19 Brett Hite
17 Jeff Hoover
22 Jordan Jennings
14 George John
8 Jo Jo Katz
18 Nick Loveless
9 Spencer Schmidt
6 Bobbak Talebi
11 Leo Totev
4 Adam West

Ely Allen ......................... EEE-lie
Eric Blythe ...................... Bly
Mike Chabala ................. Cha-BALL-uh
Derek Crismier ............... CRIZ-my-er
Chris Eylander ................ EYE-land-er
Seth Spidahl .................. Spee-DOLL
Bobbak Talebi ................ BO-bak

................................. tuh-LEE-BEE
Leo Totev ........................ TOE-tev


